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CALENDAR

Association Meeting
Wednesday, 7:30 pm

The meeting will be held
at the Northeast Branch
Library at 7th Street and
Maryland Avenue NE.

Back by Popular Demand!
SPNA Meetings have returned

to starting at 7:30 pm

MAR Grand Reopening of

30

Ben & Jerry’s
327 7th Street SE
Saturday, 12:00—6:00Pm

Latin American Youth
Center celebrates ownership
of Eastern Market Ben &
Jerry’s by giving away free
ice cream! This store will
provide job training and job
opportunities along with
support services to DC area
youth. Bring friends and
family and join in the cele-
bration—music, prizes, free
cones all afternoon—even
Ben & Jerry will be drop-
ping by!

Want to know more

about SPNA?

Want to know what happened at

the last meeting? Got an item for

the newsletter? More information
about SPNA activities, and how

you can get involved is available
on the SPNA Web site at:

www.jubiar.com/spna

SPNA Annual Dinner Raises $3500
for Scholarship Fund

The SPNA Annual Dinner to benefit the scholar-
ship fund was held Saturday, March 9 at the
Lutheran Church of the Reformation. This won-
derful evening was enjoyed in the company of
old friends and new Capitol Hill residents. The
festive event had a Chinese theme with catering
by Szechuan House on Eighth Street SE, and
entertainment by the DC Youth Orchestra. The
sold-out event raised over $3,500.00 dollars for
the scholarship fund, thanks to the generous
donations of area merchants and individuals for
the raffle and auction. These donors support our
community and the future of the DC high
school students who will receive the scholarship
money. Please return the favor by supporting
them with your business. The total for the schol-
arship fund is now $7,500.00!

Our sincere thanks goes to the following
businesses and individuals: Aatish on the Hill,
Sharon Ambrose, Angies/Blue Iris Farm,
Antiques on the Hill, Appetite for Books,
Armands Chicago Pizzeria, Art & Soul, Barry
Plumbing, Bistro Italiano, La Brasserie, Café
Berlin, Canales Tortilla Café at Eastern Market,
Capitol City Brewing Co, Capitol Hill Garage,
Capitol Hill Poultry at Eastern Market, Capitol
Hill Service Center, La Colline, Steven
Cummings, Dancing Heart Center for Yoga,
Doolittles, Dotties Boutique, Linda Eichmiller,
Fragers Hardware, Jeanne Harrison -
DetailsDetails, Haydens Liquors, Amy Henson -
Master Gardener, Hotel George, Joe Lockley -
Massage Therapist, Market Poultry, Carl Mintz,
The Monocle, Mr. Henry’s, Paramount Cleaners,
Results the Gym, Schneider’s on Capitol Hill,
Starbucks Coffee, Diane Stolz and Warren
Friedman, Sandy Tallant, The Trover Shop, Two
Quail Restaurant, and Union Meat at Eastern
Market.

Thank you one and all!

Sharon Ambrose to Speak at
March SPNA Meeting

Warren Friedman, SPNA Chair for 2001-2002,
opened the February 27, 2002 General Meeting
by having everyone introduce themselves. He
encouraged everyone to attend the upcoming
SPNA dinner to raise money for SPNA'’s scholar-
ship program. Next on the agenda was the
report of the Land Use Committee by Co-Chair
Drury Tallant.

Dru described efforts to get the H Street NE
corridor included in the District’s “Main Street”
program. Among other things this program
would be able to hire a full-time coordinator to
encourage commercial development along H
Street. Dru pointed out that support by SPNA
and, particularly, a commitment of funds by
SPNA for a five-year period would enhance the
chance that H Street would be selected as one of
three “Main Street” projects for DC. Discussion
focused on what the program would achieve and
its relation to the H Street Community
Development Corporation (CDC). There was
concern that in view of recent criticism of the
CDCs that SPNA would be having to fund devel-
opment efforts which are already supported by
taxes but that have been ineffective. It was
explained that the H Street CDC had mostly
focused on housing, while the Main Street proj-
ect would focus on commercial development.

Two motions were made. First, it was agreed
with a unanimous vote that SPNA supports the
H Street project concept. The second motion was
for a “sense of the meeting” for pledging SPNA
financial support for this project of $1000 for
the first year, with options for the following four
years. The motion passed, 14 to 1. It was agreed
that this issue would be announced to the full
membership through the newsletter, and that a
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Meeting Minutes (continued)

binding vote would be taken at the next
meeting. [If you are interested in H
Street issues, please contact Drury
Tallant at DTallant@aol.com or at
543-8773.]

Dru provided an update on Station
Place. The project has now been
approved by the Zoning Commission,
and groundbreaking is expected this
month. Dru will be the neighborhood
representative for community relations
on this project with the developer.

Dick Wolfe, of the Capitol Hill
Restoration Society, spoke next in sup-
port of CHRS efforts to change zoning
rules for commercial areas on Capitol
Hill. The change would increase the
ratio of floor area to lot size allowed in
these commercial areas. The current
ratio was developed early in the 1900s
when structures in commercial districts
were smaller and the custom was to
“live above the shop.” Dick said that,
although variances are routinely grant-
ed (and there is extensive non-compli-
ance), the current zoning tends to dis-
perse non-residential activity into areas
that are clearly residential. One practi-
cal effect of this change in the SPNA
area would be to allow larger and taller
buildings where Snyder’s and the
Capitol Hill grocery (both at
Massachusetts and 3rd NE) are located.
There was considerable discussion of
this proposal, which is very complex
and technical. The meeting approved a
motion to endorse this change with 6
‘yes’ votes with the rest abstaining. It
was referred to the Steering Committee
for reviewing documents and preparing
a letter to the Zoning Commission.

Laura Canfield, Environment
Committee Chair, reported on efforts
with Trees for Capitol Hill to encourage
tree planting and protection of trees.
She stressed the importance of watering
trees in this time of drought and men-
tioned that the Capitol Hill Merchants
Association (CHAMPS) will be proving
large plastic “gator bags” which allow
water to circulate slowly into tree boxes.

On the meeting’s presentation
theme of transportation, Josh Gibson

discussed Flexcar. This company has
joined with Metro in a public-private
partnership to provide car sharing to
expand travel options in the region.
Flexcars are located at select Metrorail
stops and can be rented for the amount
of time that members need the car (see
related story, right).

Ken Laden, the Associate Director
for Transportation Planning for the DC
Division of Transportation (DC DOT)
gave the evening’s main presentation,
on transportation initiatives by the DC
government. He was joined later by
Dan Tangherlini, Director of the DC
DOT. Among the highlights are efforts
to hire and assign staff dedicated to
each ward; small neighborhood action
projects, such as streetscape and traffic
improvements for the H Street NE cor-
ridor; and greater community involve-
ment. Ken also described traffic studies
being carried out for Constitution and
Independence Avenues on how to make
these streets more residential in charac-
ter, and efforts to improve vest pocket
parks owned by the District, such as the
one at 13th and Tennessee Avenue SE.

The meeting was adjourned until
the next meeting, March 27 at 7:30 pMm,
when Councilmember Sharon Ambrose
will be the speaker.

Car Sharing Comes to the Hill

Flexcar is the national leader in the
emerging and innovative car sharing
industry, which provides its members
with the use of a neighborhood-based
car at hourly rates.

To join Flexcar, an applicant pays a
one-time, lifetime $25 membership fee
that covers the cost of checking their
driving record. Members select from a
variety of pricing plans, including hourly,
per-mile, and fixed rate plans. On aver-
age, members pay $6-7 per hour to use a
car, which includes gas, insurance, main-
tenance, and a reserved parking space.

Since December, Flexcar has made
two cars available to Capitol Hill resi-
dents: one near the Eastern Market Metro
station, and one near the Union Station
Metro station. Flexcar currently has a
total of twelve cars at locations through-
out the DC area, and is planning to add
eight to ten cars per month through the
end of 2002. Flexcar is interested in
adding cars in the coming months in
other parts of the Capitol Hill area. If any
SPNA members own or know of parking
spaces that may be available for use as a
reserved car sharing space, please con-
tact Flexcar at (202) 296-1359, or
www.flexcar.com.

2002 Neighbor of the Year

At its annual dinner, SPNA
named Kevin Palmer as
Neighbor of the Year for
2002. Kevin (holding
award) has been active in
using the Internet to bring
people together and to
promote a healthy and
thriving community. He
has designed and main-
tained Web sites for vari-
ous neighborhood groups,
including the

H Street community (www.hstreetdc.com), PSA 510 (www.psa510.juniperdc.com), and
the Friends of the Old Naval Hospital (www.oldnavalhospital.org). Kevin has also been

active in preparing the H Street application for the Main Street program, and in numer-

ous other volunteer efforts. Our thanks to Kevin for being a good neighbor and helping

to keep our community a great place to live. Congratulations!
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